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Preserving Cultural Heritage During The COVID-19 
Pandemic 

The Importance of Preserving 
Cultural Heritage  
In a large group of people living 
together, culture is the first thing that 
develops. Culture is a significant 
aspect of our society that influences 
the communication and behaviour of 
people and unites individuals from 
the same communal group. As a 
result, people often feel emotionally 
attached to their culture and history 
and are more likely to form a bond 
with someone with the same heritage 
as them.

A culture can be threatened, even to the extent that it might be in danger of extinction. This 
could be called a cultural crisis and is often caused by conflicts such as wars, which result in 
massacres and the destruction of cultural property. In the long term, this may result in the 
loss of many traditions, habits and ethics that characterized a civillization.
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Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 crisis, preserving cultural heritage has become 
considerably difficult since the international community is occupied not only with the issue 
of a cultural crisis but also with a global pandemic that urgently requires measures to stop it.

Underwater Cultural Heritage  

An example of cultural heritage 
that has become difficult to 
protect is underwater cultural 
heritage. During the pandemic, 
threats to the latter, namely all 
cultural, archeological and 
historical traces of human life 
that have been partially or 
totally underwater for more 
than 100 years, have increased. 
Threats include pillage, looting 
and trafficking. The pandemic 
has made the task of preserving 
this heritage more complicated 
since specialists find it more 

difficult to meet and cooperate in relation to this issue. Furthermore, many events to support 
the preservation have been cancelled. Additionally, the pandemic has brought a financial 
crisis and thus many privately funded entities, NGOS and individual volunteers that 
previously supported UCH are no longer able to. Many are also considering neglecting the 
need to raise awareness about UCH existing in areas.

It is essential to support underwater cultural heritage by finding alternative solutions in 
order to restore respect to the traces of our cultures that have been under the sea.

Conclusions

In conclusion, it is vital we continue to preserve our cultural heritage despite the hardships 
created by the pandemic. As individuals we could significantly contribute by raising 
awareness of any thefts, participating in campaigns that educate the community, donating to 
organizations that support cultural heritages, and finally cherishing and respecting each 
other’s cultures.

Olivia Mastrogiannaki

Egypt Today. (2021, February 14). Abu Qir Sunken Cities [Photograph]. Egypt Today. 

https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/4/98618/Did-a-Russian-mission-find-ships-dating-back-t o-the 
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Economic and Financial Committee (GA2) 

‣ If money and time were no object, what would you be doing right now? 

Chair: Mary Portokaloglou (German School 
of Thessaloniki – DST) 
I think I would probably be catching flights to 
different places around the world to visit 
monumental cities and historical sights and to 
experience living with people from different 
cultures, thus collecting memories for a lifetime! 
It would been fun to really get to know the 
cultures of all the nations we have been working 

on all these years for MUN 
Conferences! 

Co-Chair: Dimitra Dimitrakopoulou 
(German School of Athens – DSA) 
I would probably be travelling the world, getting 
to know new places and people and changing 
locations every week. I think this would really 
uplift my psychology and would just make me 
forget all of my worries. 
 

Co-Chair: Erika Kunstmann-
Drakouli (German School of 
Athens – DSA) 
I would be travelling the world 
wi th my c lose f r iends and 
boyfriend, fulfilling all the things 
on my bucket list! 
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DSTMUN IS BACK, BUT WHAT DOES THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FEEL 
ABOUT IT? 
We asked Christos Kaggelidis: 
“How do you feel about DSTMUN being back after last 
year’s cancellation?” 
 
“This MUN conference 
is very important not 
only for the people 
involved but also for 
our school. After a year 
o f q u a r a n t i n e a n d 
i n a c t i v i t y , t h i s 
conference brought life 
to our school and 
m o t i v a t e d s e v e r a l 
students to participate 
a n d o r g a n i z e a 
cooperative project. 
T h i s c o n f e r e n c e 
brought secre tar ia t 
members, delegates, 
press team members, 
s e c u r i t y s t a f f a n d 
student officers together 
something that creates a feeling of togetherness.” 
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Gender equality and women’s empowerment  

Women’s empowerment can be defined as aimed at promoting 
women’s sense of self-esteem, their self-determination, and their 
right to social and political influence. It is a fundamental human right 
that is also key to achieving a more peaceful and flourishing world.  
 

Although progress has been made in most countries, awareness about 
the lack of women’s rights should be further raised on a global 
basis. For instance, in the U.A.E. a husband can legally withhold his 
wife’s passport in order to thwart her plans from leaving the 
country. Furthermore, in India it is fully legal for a man to rape his 
wife as long she is older than 15 years of age. Moreover, in 
Sudan girls can get married as soon as they start menstruating. In 
addition to these, Tunisian inheritance law states that a son is entitled. 

Unfortunately, the system cannot change on its own. All human, all 
genders must contribute to the elimination of inequalities for women 
to claim an equal place in economic, political and social life on a daily 
basis.   

Emily Dapi 

https://www.unops.org/news-and-stories/news/infrastructure-for-gender-
equality-and-the-empowerment-of-women 

https://www.unops.org/news-and-stories/news/infrastructure-for-gender-equality-and-the-empowerment-of-women
https://www.unops.org/news-and-stories/news/infrastructure-for-gender-equality-and-the-empowerment-of-women
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Security Council (SC)   

‣ If you could visit any country in the world, which one would you choose? 

President: Derin Kalkan (FMV Ayazağa Işık 
High School) 
If I could visit any country in the world, the 
first one I would visit would definitely be Italy. 
Cliché, I know. However, I admire the 
country’s architecture, cuisine, and have heard 
many good things about the thriving nightlife 
scene.  

Deputy President: Maria Pandria (German 
School of Thessaloniki – DST) 
I f I h a d t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
t i m e - t r a v e l , I 
would travel back 
to 1989 when the 
Berlin Wall was 

demolished. I would love to witness the reaction of 
the people finally meeting with their loved ones 
living on the other side of Berlin. Moreover, I do 
believe that this historical moment is not only 

fascinating, but it is 
meaningful as well.  

Deputy Pres ident: 
Areti Moustaki (CGS) 
If it were possible, I would like to time-travel to the 
Golden Age of Athenian culture under the leadership 
of Pericles. The fifth century was characterized by 
political hegemony, economic growth and cultural 
flourishing. Pericles entrenched the idea of 
democracy and I would like to take part in an 
assembly of this period and meet the orators and 
philosophers such as Socrates and Anaxagoras. 
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Committee Reports  
General Assembly  
Disarmament and International Security Committee (GA1)  
It’s the second day of the 4th DSTMUN 
conference and the delegates of the 
Disarmament and International Security 
committee are engaged with a crucial issue: 
Ensuring regional security and stability in 
the Baltic Sea. Most of the delegates were 
very active, especially the delegates of 
Lithuania and Russia. Later today, a thrilling 
debate will follow, regarding the resolutions 
on combating i l legal human organ 
trafficking, followed by the resolutions on 
the next topic: ensuring regional security and stability in the Baltic Sea. 

Economic and Financial Committee (GA2)  
Another day in the conference and the delegates in 
GA debated on “Balancing economic and 
environmental challenges in the COVID-19 
pandemic aftermath“. The delegates discussed how 
the economy and the environment have been 
influenced by the pandemic and they tried to find 
solutions to minimise this problem.  

Social Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (GA3)  
So far, the GA3 delegates have formed alliances about two topics.The 
first was the Sustainable Development Goals and other 
internationally agreed development goals for persons with 
disabilities and the second was Combating 
discrimination against 
Roma people around the world.Most of 
the delegates were 
participating in the discussion, especially 
Canada, France, which was 
also the main submitter, and Poland. In 
general, most countries had a policy 
that was supportive of marginalized 
groups. 
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Special Political and Decolonization Committee (GA4)  
Today, the Special Political and Decolonization 
Committee is discussing the subject of the 
increased digitalization of elections worldwide. 
Opinions on this topic vary. On the one hand, 
digital voting makes voting easier, faster and 
more accessible. On the other hand, however, 
access to digital devices and online spaces is 
lacking in many parts of the world. The 

committee debates are currently in progress and going well despite some 
technical issues.  
Specialized Agencies 

Security Council (SC)   
On the second day of the conference in 
the Security Council, the delegates have 
been debating on their main topic for 
today, which was „The situation in the 
African Great Lakes“, trying to find 
ways to  eliminate the conflict of 
feuding African ethnic groups and rebel 
organisation.  

Council of the European Union (EU) 
The topic of discussion for the EU 
council was the Free Trade 
Agreement with non-member countries. 
The main participants were 
Belgium, France and the Netherlands, 
who was also the main 
submitter. The countries had some 
conflicting opinions about 
whether or not they should enforce the 
agreement with non-EU 
member states but managed to reach an 
agreement. 
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CrisisCommittee: Arctic Council (AC) 
On the second day of the cofnerence, an important crisis took place in the Arctic 
Council, which revolved around the rising tensions between USA and Russia 

following an allegedly hostile interaction 
between American and Russian ships. Today, 
the delegates of this committee continued 
lobbying in order to write their directives. 
After their discussion, the delegates started 
lobbying regarding the first topic of the 
council, namely the preservation and 
promotion of the cultural heritage of the local 
indigenous population. Then, the debates of 
the above mentioned topics would begin. 

Special Conference on the preservation of cultural heritage and art (SPECON)  
The Special Conference on the Preservation of Cultural Heritage and Art is debating 
on how to protect cultural sites from air 
pollution and acidic rain. Sites such as the 
Parthenon in Greece or the Taj Mahal in 
India are made out of materials that are very 
sensitive to environmental factors. Acidic 
rain and air pollution are causing the 
corrosion of these materials, slowly 
destroying buildings and monuments that 
are vital for culture and history worldwide. 
T h e m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m i t t e e 
are successfully discussing their plans and finding common ground in their 
negotiations. The topic of their next debates will be the protection of underwater 
cultural heritage sites. 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
This year’s ICJ has to deal with a controversial case, namely the Jurisdictional 
Immunities of the State. More specifically, the Federal Republic of Germany 
instituted proceedings against the Italian Republic, requesting the Court to declare 
that Italy had failed to respect the jurisdictional immunity which Germany enjoys 
under international law by allowing civil claims to be brought against it in the Italian 
courts seeking reparation for injuries caused by violations of international 
humanitarian law committed by the Third Reich during the Second World War. Today 
the witnesses appeared and spoke in front of the ICJ. 
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Special Conference on the preservation of cultural heritage 
and art (SPECON)  

‣ If you could see one movie again for the first time, what 
would it be and why? 

President: Fotis Giannousas (Byron College) 
If I could see a movie again for the first time it would be “Life is 
beautiful” as it really taught me an important lesson about 
appreciating what we have in life, being a true reminder of how 
some people’s kindness and love will never run shallow, regardless 
of the horrendous situation they may be in. 

Deputy President: Xenia Mitsi 
(Arsakeio Ioanninon) 
A movie I would like to watch for the 
fist time again is ‘Cinema Paradiso’, an Italian film, released in 1988. It 
is one of the few movies that have had an impact on me. Apart from the 
obvious reasons – a beautiful language, cinematography, direction, and 
storyline – the main reason I’d love to watch it again, is its meaning, 
which is the importance of dreams. It teaches the audience that whatever 
hardships they may be facing, having a goal and a dream is always 
important and it’s helpful in order to go through them. I feel that since 
I’ve grown and matured, watching this movie again for the first time, 
would help me comprehend and understand it better, and its meaning 
would matter even more to me. 

Deputy Pres ident : Ines Sa l t i e l 
(Campion School) 

This is a hard question! I love so many movies but it has to be 
‘Murder on the Orient Express’, it’s a movie that you can’t enjoy 

equally the second time you watch it, 
as it is a “whodunit”. Plus I’d love 
to try and find the murderer- which I 
would probably fail at again.  

Deputy President: Christopher 
Foteinelis (Pierce – The American 
College of Greece) 
I would love to see the Netflix 
movie “The Platform” for the first 
time again. The main reason behind this is that this movie was 
extremely stigmatising and the first time I watched it I did not pay 
much attention to its meaning. 
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DAY 2 SNAPSHOTS!  
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Another Sudoku…  

 

Yesterday’s Solutions 


