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1. Introduction  

Dear Delegates, 

The following is the Manual for the Arctic Council. This document strives to provide 

you with the basic knowledge needed for participating in the Arctic Council of the 

DSTMUN Conference. This Committee is the new addition to our conference and is 

intended for experienced delegates that are willing to conduct extensive research on 

the topics and be very active during Committee work.  

The members of the committee will get the chance to be informed about the major 

problems that the Arctic crisis is facing, while debating on some of the most important 

issues of the region.  

The Arctic Council works as a crisis committee, which practically means that decisions 

made by delegates affect the progress of the debate. Unexpected crises and heated 

debate will be the norm in this year’s DSTMUN Arctic Council.  

We hope that this manual will be useful and practical for your preparation as delegates 

in one of the most demanding committee of the conference!  

We look forward to meeting you all in November!  

The DSTMUN Organizing Team  
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2. The Arctic Council 

The Arctic Council is the leading intergovernmental forum promoting cooperation, co-

ordination and interaction among the Arctic States, Arctic Indigenous Peoples and 

other Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic issues, in particular on issues of sustainable 

development and environmental protection in the Arctic. 

 

3. Participating Member States  

 3.1 The Arctic States   

There are eight States that have territories within the Arctic and thus carry the role of 

stewards of the region. Their national jurisdictions and international law govern the 

lands surrounding the Arctic Ocean and its waters. The Northern provinces of the Arc-

tic States offer a home to more than four million people, whose health and well-being 

is on the top of the Arctic Council’s agenda. These states are Canada, Denmark, Fin-

land, Iceland, Norway, the Russian Federation, Sweden and the United States of Amer-

ica.  

 3.2 The Permanent Participants  

The category of Permanent Participants is a unique feature of the Arctic Council. Six 

organizations representing Arctic Indigenous Peoples have status of Permanent Par-

ticipants. This category was created to provide a means for active participation of the 

Arctic Indigenous peoples within the Council. 

The Permanent Participants have full consultation rights in connection with the Coun-

cil’s negotiations and decisions and make valuable contributions to its activities in all 

areas. Their participation in the Council’s projects and initiatives is facilitated by the 

Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat. 

 



DSTMUN                                                                                                          Arctic Council Manual  

5 

 

3.3 The Observers   

Observer status in the Arctic Council is open to non-Arctic states, along with inter-

governmental, inter-parliamentary, global, regional and non-governmental organiza-

tions that the Council determines can contribute to its work. Arctic Council Observers 

primarily contribute through their engagement at the level of Working Groups. 

3.4 What are the responsibilities of the Arctic Council?  

The Council's activities are primarily conducted in six Working Groups that cover a 

broad field of subjects, from climate change to response to emergency situations, 

from mental health to sustainable development. The Working Groups provide a broad 

and scientifically-sound knowledgebase upon which informed decisions can be taken. 

They also develop best practices and recommendations for safe and sustainable op-

erations in the Arctic. 

3.5 Organization of the Arctic Council  

The Chair of the Arctic Council is the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State holding 

the Chairmanship. At the end of a Chairmanship, minister-level representatives of the 

Arctic States meet to review the Council’s work and grant a mandate for the incoming 

Chairmanship. The Council’s daily operations are managed by Senior Arctic Officials 

appointed by the Arctic States, under the guidance of the Chair of the Senior Arctic 

Officials. Senior Arctic Officials and Permanent Participants meet at least twice a year. 

Working Groups and Task Forces hold additional meetings. Decisions of the Arctic 

Council are taken by consensus among the eight Arctic Council States, with full con-

sultation and involvement of the Permanent Participants. The standing Arctic Council 

Secretariat formally became operational in 2013 in Tromsø, Norway. It was estab-

lished to provide administrative capacity, institutional memory, enhanced communi-

cation and outreach and general support to the activities of the Arctic Council. 
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3.6 Jurisdiction of the Arctic Council  

The Arctic Council is a forum, and it has therefore no programming budget. All projects 

or initiatives are sponsored by one or more Arctic States. Some projects also receive 

support from other entities. The Arctic Council does not and cannot implement or en-

force its guidelines or recommendations. That responsibility belongs to individual Arc-

tic States or international bodies. The Arctic Council’s mandate, as articulated in the 

Ottawa Declaration, explicitly excludes military security.  

 

4. Debate 

 4.1 Quorum 

 In the Arctic Council, a Quorum can be achieved when at least 5 members are present.  

 4.2 Directives 

Directives are the main form of writing in a crisis committee. They need to be really 

specific, since vague orders can result in a variety of problems for the writer of the 

directive. These include miscommunication leading to consequences that were not 

intended, and more.  

Directives must be titled and generally consist of three to ten clauses in length not 

including subclauses. Unlike the resolutions commonly seen in General Assembly com-

mittees, directives can take a commanding tone and do not require preambulatory 

clauses. When writing a directive that call for action, delegates should only include 

clauses that call for resources the committee has direct control over. Directives use 

active verbs. Examples of these verbs may be found at the end of this document.  

Clauses are to address who or what is doing what action, when and where. It is also 

important to address how these actions are being conducted. The most specific a 

clause is, the better. 
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Directives need a specific number of signatories to be eligible to be introduced. The 

committee chair will announce what quorum (the number of members in the commit-

tee) and the number of signatories necessary for a directive to be introduced. A di-

rective will usually need a simple majority (50%+1 vote) in order to be entertained and 

a two-third majority (66%+1 vote) needs to be reached in order for a directive to pass.  

Although Directives are not expected from all delegates coming to the DSTMUN Arctic 

Council due to the fact that the Arctic Council works as a crisis committee, profound 

knowledge on both topics of the agenda is required. During Lobbying, delegates are 

able to move around the room and negotiate with the other fellow representatives 

about the matter-at-hand, compare and discuss their clauses, gather support from al-

lies for their own clauses or form new clauses out of existing ones. The Expert Chair 

will assist the delegates in providing them with information on the topic and on the 

process of writing operative clauses.  

 4.3 Debate Mode 

In DSTMUN, directives are debated upon clause by clause by default. A Motion to di-

vide the Question is welcome, but not necessary. It is up to the discretion of the Pres-

idency to select which clauses will be debated upon and which will be discarded based 

on which clauses are the most constructive and original.  

Every operative clause is debated and voted upon separately. Operative clauses are 

debated upon in open debate by default, meaning that a delegate who takes the floor 

is free to deliver a speech either in favor or against the clause. It is up to the discretion 

of the Presidency to set debate time on each clause. Clauses do not need to be de-

bated upon for an equal amount of time. Delegates are able to use the Motion to 

limit/extend debate time in order to adjust the amount of time spent on any clause.  

 4.4 Points and Motions 

The Points available to the delegates in the Arctic Council are the same as in every 

other Committee. This includes the Right of Reply, which is to be used when the na-

tional integrity of a Member State has been impugned by another delegate, or when 
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the personal integrity of a Delegate has been impugned by another delegate’s com-

ment or statement.  

All general Points, Motions and Yields can be found in the Rules of Procedure and 

Conduct of the Conference, and all of them are applicable to the Arctic Council as well.  

 4.5 Amendments 

Delegates are able to propose first and second-degree amendments to the clause at-

hand during the debate on that clause, in order to make changes to its content. If a 

clause has already been voted upon, no amendments to that clause will be in order. 

Amendments to strike out a clause will also not be entertained. Additionally, after all 

initial clauses have been debated upon, delegates are able to propose additional 

clauses to be added to the resolution via amendments. Amendments should be sub-

mitted on the official amendment sheet and be debated upon in closed debate.  

 4.6 Voting 

When voting, delegates may vote in favour, against, or abstain. In the Arctic Council, 

the voting process can be separated into two categories. Firstly, voting on procedural 

matters, where a simple majority is required and in addition, when voting on amend-

ments, clauses and directives, a two-third majority is needed. Abstentions are in or-

der; however, they practically count as votes against.   

 4.7 Question and Answer session 

A motion to move to a question-and-answer session may be raised by a delegate and 

is useful for those who wish to speak about their directives and answer any doubts 

other delegates may have about it. During a question-and-answer session, the dele-

gates may move around the room and communicate with each other asking questions 

about the directive and its potential effects.   
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4.8 Presidency of the Arctic Council 

Unlike traditional committees, the Presidency of the Arctic Council represents a spe-

cific character or a specific organization. Nevertheless, they fulfill the same function 

as in any other committee, which is guiding the delegates through the discussion and 

procedurally moderate the debate. 

 

5. Crisis  

The delegates of the Arctic Council will be asked to confront several crises. The crisis 

is linked with a scorching hot issue, an incident or a conflict relevant to the Agenda 

items of the Arctic Council and may be directly linked to a specific decision that was 

previously adopted.  

After the introduction of the crisis by the Secretariat and the Presidency, the commit-

tee should immediately move into an ad-hoc session, lobbying on the just-announced 

topic, form draft clauses and then proceed with debating on them. 

 

6. Closing Remarks 

Delegates of the Arctic Council must always remember their obligation to work to-

wards maintaining peace and security, while finding measures to promote the Arctic 

region and its uniqueness. We hope that this Manual has provided you with the es-

sential information needed to participate in this Committee.  
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Useful verbs for the Directives 

 

 

 

allocate create force move request 

arrange declare frame produce seek 

assassinate define hire propose send 

authorize deliver institute publicize suggest 

communicate donate investigate raise transmit 

construct establish justify recall trust 

convict extradite lower remove write 


